Observations at the interface of mutation research and regulatory policy.
Between 1970 and 1975 developments in environmental mutagenesis proceeded with amazing speed. These developments were both structural and conceptual in nature. A new infrastructure was built and new concepts about how best to protect consumers from exposures to mutagens emerged. The internal dynamics within the Food and Drug Administration played an important role and is discussed with regard to modifications in testing protocols as well as changes in the overall approach used to protect consumers. It is clear that this exciting period in the early days of environmental mutagenesis has provided a base for growth and development of the field and continues to affect and guide future developments.